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NOTE' "An information disclosure statement shall be considered by the Office if filed by the applicant 

(1) Within three months of the fling date of a national application; 

(2) Within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in § 1.491 in an 
international application; or 

(3) Before the maiTtng date of a first Office action on the merits, whichever event occurs last' 
37CSJl§ 1.97(b). 

NOTE 'Each individual associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor 
a^cTpcxx* faith in dealing with the Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Office alt information 
known to that individual to be material to patentability as defined in this section. ' 37 C.F.R § 1.56(a). 

"Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of 
this section are: 

(1) each inventor named in the application; 

(2) each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application 
and who is associated with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation 
to assign the application. m 37 O.F.R. § 1.56(c). 

NOTE: The 'duty as described in § 1£6 will be met so long as the information in question was cited by the 
Office or submitted to the Office in the manner prescribed by §§ 1.97(bHd) and 1.98 before issuance 
of the patent" Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13 -25 at 17. 

WARNING: "No information disclosure staternent may be filed in a pmvision^ 1.51(b). 

List of Sections Forming Part of This Information Disclosure Statement 

The following sections are being submitted for this Information Disclosure Statement: 

(check sections forming a part of this statement: discard unused sections 
and number pages consecutively) 

1. 0 Preliminary Statements 

2. H FORMS PTO/SB/08A and 08B (formerly FORM PTO-1449) 

3. □ Statement as to Information Not Found in Patents or Publications 

4. □ Identification of Prior Application in Which Listed Information Was Already Cited 

and for Which No Copies Are Submitted or Need Be Submitted 

5. □ Cumulative Patents or Publications 

6. E Copies of Listed Information Items Accompanying This Statement 

7. □ Concise Explanation of Non-English Language Listed Information items 

7A. □ EPO Search Report 

7B. □ English Language Version of EPO Search Report 

8. □ Translation(s) of Non-English Language Documents 

9. G3 Concise Explanation of English Language Listed Information Items (Optional) 

10. E Identification of Person(s) Making This Information Disclosure Statement 



(complete the following, if appropriate) 

Sections t respectively, have been continued on ADDED PAGE(S). 

NOTE "Once the minimum requirements are met. the examiner has an obligation to consider the information " 
Notice of April 20. 7992 (113S O.G. 37-41, 37). 
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Section 1. Preliminary statements 

Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other Information, of which they are 
aware that they believe may be material to the examination of this application, and in respect 
of which, there may be a duty to disclose. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a representa- 
tion that a search has been made (37 C.F.R. 1.97(g)), an admission that the information 
cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material information 
exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission 
against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 
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Application Number 
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Cite 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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Cite ' 
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Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
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Passages or Relevant 
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Date 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

+ Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231. 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 . 



Section 6. Copies of Listed Information Items Accompanying This 
Statement 

NOTE: & & 138(a)(2) n^utette 

A legible copy of: (1) Each U.S. end foreign patent; ($ Each publication or that portion which caused 
it to be fisted; and (iff) AH other Information or that portion which caused it to be listed, except that 
no copy of a U.S. patent application need be included. . . * 

NOTE: ^J™**^ in § 1.98(aX2Xiii) makes H dear that the requirement to submit a copy of each item of 
information listed in an information disclosure statement does not apply to the citation of a U.S. patent 
application. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, at 14. 



Legible copies of all items listed in Forms PTO/SB/08A and 08B (formerly Form PTO-1 449) 
accompany this information statement. 

(complete the following, if applicable) 
□ Exception® to above: 

□ Items in prior application, from which an earlier filing date is claimed 
for this application, as identified in Section 4. 

□ Cumulative patents or publications identified in Section 5. 
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Section 9. Concise Explanation of English Language Listed Information 
Items (OPTIONAL) 

NOTE-' -Appfkzatrtsmay.ifttxr}^ 

submitted and how it is understood to be Levant Coodse explanations ana helpful to the Office, 
parictfanyvmecodoajm^ 

relevant to paterttab&ty or where a large number of documents are submitted and applicant & aware 
that one or more are Nghty relevant to patentatMy. 9 Notice of April 20, 1992 (1138 O.G. 37-41, 38). 

U.S. Patent No. 5,443,214, issued on August 22, 1995 to Lesar, presents a meat grinder 
including an orifice plate mounted to a housing outlet. The orifice plate has a series of outer 
grinding passages through which soft material passes and a series of spaced hard Material 
collection passages toward the center of the orifice plate. A ramped entryway is formed in the 
orifice plate adjacent each collection passage and defines a structure for facilitating the routing of 
hard material into the collection passages. A discharge auger is mounted to the end of the 
centering shaft and extends through the collection cavity for rotation along with the feed screw 
and the centering shaft. The housing has ribs or flutes to ensure axial movement of the hard 
material upon rotation of the discharge auger. A discharge tube is removably connected to the 
collection housing and a series of nozzle inserts are engageable with the discharge tube for 
controlling the flow rate of the hard material therethrough by providing differently sized passages 
for restricting the discharge of the hard material from the collection housing. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,417,376, issued on May 23, 1995 to Holmes et al., teaches a device for 
regulating the discharge of bones and other hard, objectionable material from processed food that 
includes a flow control device contained within a housing applied to the discharge line 
downstream of a grinding apparatus. The device has a reciprocating valve element having an 
elongated cylindrical valve head with a groove formed therein at an angle to the longitudinal axis 
of the valve element. This groove is constantly contacted by the discharge product flow stream in 
open and closed positions of the valve. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,978,077, issued on December 18, 1990 to Huebner et al., discloses a 
conventional meat grinder that contains a chopper knife and a chopper plate, the chopper knife 
rides on the inner surface of the chopper plate and directs the bone fragments, sinews and gristle 
inwardly toward the central portion of the chopper plate as it chops the meat. The central portion 
of the chopper plate has a funnel-shaped, frusto-conical central passageway within which the 
bone fragments, gristle and sinews and collected and are urged outward, first passing through the 
frusto-conical passageway and out the small end of the passageway, into opposed discharge 
channels which passes through the hub of the plate and communicates with a discharge tube 
whose distal end is closed or partially closed by a removeable stopper or adjustable clamp. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,795,104, issued on January 3, 1989 to Rudibaugh, teaches a bone chip 
removal and ground meat separating unit for use with a meat grinding apparatus having at least 
one further meat processing unit downstream thereof and wherein the grinding apparatus includes 



a casing with a centrally apertured end cap secured thereto for holding a centrally hubbed, 
perforated die plate with at least one bone chip discharge channel extending through the hub, and 
including a ground meat discharge conduit having an entrance end adapted to be secured to the 
end cap for receiving ground meat extruded through the perforations, and a bone chip removal 
tube having one end adapted to be secured to the hub for receiving bone chips discharged through 
the channel and another end communicating with an exit opening in the conduit downstream. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,699,325, issued on October 13, 1987 to Hess, describes a combination 
of a perforated plate for a rotary meat grinder and a stud journalled in a cylindrical bore in the 
plate and adapted for rotatably supporting an auger which impels meat in the direction of the 
plate and a knife interposed between the auger and the plate in shearing relation to the upstream 
face of the plate. The plate has a disk-like body portion with an integral generally cylindrical hub 
portion projecting downstream from the body and a counterbore adjacent to its upstream face and 
surrounding the cylindrical bore, and a stud shaft portion journalled in the cylindrical bore 
defines with the walls of the counterbore an annular bone-collecting pocket around the shaft 
portion. 

French Patent No. 2,474,342, issued on July 31, 1981 to Richter, teaches a machine of the 
kitchen, that relates more specifically to a cutting machine and in particular to a mincing machine 
of a kind including a set of cutting tools, laid out along a central axis of the cutting machine, to 
which the matter to be split up can be brought, and at least a disc with holes equipped with a 
drilling hub, as well as cutting tool at least, turning on a driving shaft which can be placed in the 
drilling hub, in front of the first frontal surface of the disc with holes being presented at the 
matter to chop conveyed; by means of this tool, one envisages the separation of the hard parts 
contained in the matter to chop which gather in front of the first frontal surface and the hard parts 
can be evacuated by an exit of evacuation envisaged in the area of the central axis. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,202,502, issued on May 13, 1980 to Laska, proposes a meat grinder that 
comprises a perforated disc member and a coaxial knife member with a plurality of cutting 
blades. The members have cooperating end faces and one member is mounted on a shaft for 
rotation relative to the other. Each cutting blade end face defines a plurality of waste discharge 
grooves and each groove has an inlet point at the shearing edge of the blade and extending from 
the inlet point towards the entrance to a waste discharge tube. The inlet points of the grooves 
defined circular paths coaxial with the disc and knife members and each groove extends in a 
direction deviating from the circular paths. 
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Section 10. 



Identification of Person(s) Making This Information 
Disclosure Statement 



The person making this statement is 

(check each applicable item) 
(a) □ the inventors) who signs below 



SIGNATURE OF INVENTOR 



(type name of inventor wno is signing) 

(b) □ an individual associated with the filing and prose- 
cution of this application (37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c)) 



SIGNATURE OF INVENTOR 



(type name of inventor who is signing) 

(c) H the practitioner who signs below on the basis of 
the information: 

(check each applicable item) 

□ supplied by the inventors). 

□ supplied by an individual associated with the filing and prosecution 
of this application. (37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c)) 

S in the practitioner's file. 



Reg. No.: 30 , 627 

Tel. No.: ( ) 713-224-8080 

Customer No.: 24106 




SIGNATURE Of PRACTITIONER 

John's. Egbert 



(type or print nan* of practitioner) 
Harrison & Egbert 
412 Main St,, 7th Floor 

P.O. Address 

Houston f Texas 77002 
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